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"The greatest challenge of the day is: how to bring about a revolution of the heart, a revolution
which has to start with each one of us?" Dorothy Day

__________________________________________________________________________________________

St Francis Kissing the Leper by Genece
Cupp

Personalism

The Catholic Worker in many ways is
defined by Personalism. Peter Maurin,
one of the founders of the Catholic
Worker, promoted the ideas of one of
his contemporaries - the French Catholic
philosopher Emmanuel Mounier who
rejected communism, Marxism and
capitalism.

Capitalism was of particular concern to
him given that Christianity was
dangerously allied with it.  (‘Who
baptised capitalism?’)

Catholic Workers today also reject
capitalism -  whose evils have by no
means left us. The gap between rich and
poor is now worse; between those who
can indulge their every whim and those
who have to choose between eat or heat.

(Continued on p2)

War & Nuclear
Weapons

In the past the sinful behaviour of many
Catholics in supporting every state war
(“my country right or wrong”) was an
open scandal. This was a betrayal of the
moral principles of the Gospel, and the
teaching of the Early Church, which had
been uncompromising in its opposition
to all war.

With the colossal advances in the
technology of industrialised killing of
the last century, the gulf between Gospel
and Catholic practice became ever more
blatant, and the abuse of the Just War
theory even more insupportable. With
the advent of the atomic bomb, it
became intolerable.

(Continued on p3)

Encountering
John Dear

On September 12, 2013 American peace
activist John Dear came to visit and
speak to the Glasgow Catholic Workers.
It was a much anticipated event, and
more than exceeded expectations!

(Continued on p4)
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Personalism
By Michael Sutherland

(Continued from p1)

In affluent parts of Glasgow men can
expect to live to 81 years of age.  In
poorer areas it is 67. Where Mounier
bemoans usery we have pay day loans.
Where he talks of the disconnect
between capital and labour we have
companies reporting large profits and
paying large shareholder dividends,
while paying a minimum wage and
employing people on zero hour
contracts.

But there is a way which puts the
person at the centre; which says people
should not be used but loved and
respected. This way is personalism.
Mounier articulated a Christian
personalism which held that every
human life has a unique dignity beyond
itself, independent of the external world
and society. Further, each unique
person can make a difference in
history.

Peter Maurin

As Christians we have a call to action.
Faith, reflection and engagement in the
world are inseparable for the Catholic
Worker. In being our true unique selves
we can infuse the world with His love.
When we act our actions take on a
sacred dimension in history.

This engagement with the world cannot
be delegated. It is me who must change
the world in where I am and in what I
can do.  By being true to our unique self
‘we will act through what we are as
much as we will act through what we
do and say.’ (Mounier).

Parable of the Rich man and Lazarus

The rich man, who in Luke’s Gospel
daily passed the beggar Lazarus, is like
many of us; comfortable with our
distractions, our possessions and
routines surrounded by good friends
and family. Yet the rich man, despite
having all of this, ended up in hell
because of his indifference to the
suffering of the other and his
indifference to Moses and the prophets.
He had no time for poor Lazarus.  In
many ways being available, the gift of
time, is how we start letting love infuse
the world. God who is love, made man
in his own image and likeness. That is
to say every person has been made in
the likeness and image of God.

 As St Catherine of Siena puts it  “What
made you establish man in so great a
dignity? Certainly the incalculable love
by which you have looked on your
creature in yourself! You are taken with
love for her; for by love indeed you
created her, by love you have given her
a being capable of tasting your eternal
Good.”

Each person is the object of God’s
self-emptying love. The neglected
child, the drunk, the gifted, the
least productive, the inefficient,
the most repellent - all made in the
likeness and image of God.  Every
person has a dignity freely given
by God, they are unique and loved
by God.  My life has a profound
significance because it is
irreplaceable. No person is
expendable. How different our
encounter with others can be when
we see ourselves and others in
this light.

‘The Catholic Worker believes in
the personal obligation of looking
after the needs of our brother’
(Maurin). In the Glasgow Catholic
Worker community we take the
ideas of the dignity of people and
the need for personal engagement
and put this into practice by giving
our time to share the extra food we
have with our sisters and brothers
in the soup kitchen or our Place of
Welcome. We protest against the
Bedroom Tax because it hurts
those of our poorest brothers and
sisters. We witness at Faslane
against the obscenity of nuclear
weapons. We do all this at a
personal cost and in our own
responsibility.

We do all this because in Truth we
must.
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War and Nuclear
Weapons
By Brian Quail

Christians & War

(Continued from p1)

The document Gaudium et Spes issued
by the Second Vatican Council,
responded to the new situation: “Any
act of war aimed indiscriminately at the
destruction of entire cities or of
extensive areas along with their
population is a crime against God and
Man himself. It merits unequivocal and
unhesitating condemnation”
This epoch making document reflected
a growing attitude among Christians of
all denominations when it calls for a
wholly new attitude (“omnino nova
mente”) to war.
In 1997, addressing the United Nations,
the Pope’s envoy, Archbishop Renato
Martino declared that: “nuclear
weapons are incompatible with the
peace we seek for the 21st Century.
They cannot be justified. They deserve
condemnation”.

Scotland & Trident

One submarine is on patrol in full alert
24/7. Because they are here, the
inescapable moral responsibility is on
the people of Scotland to respond to the
situation. In line with papal teaching,
the Scottish Catholic Bishops
condemned nuclear weapons in their
statement of 1982. Tragically, many
Catholics paid little heed to this, and
continued to support political parties
that endorsed nuclear weapons. There
has been a seismic change however,
with the prospect of Scottish

independence. All the political parties
which support independence reject
Trident. All the Unionist parties
support Trident and its replacement
after 2025. A no vote - in effect - means
saying yes to Trident.

It is vital to appreciate the fact that
Trident cannot operate from anywhere
else in the UK other than the present
Coulport/ Faslane complex. There are
no mountains in England such as we
have at Coulport - far less any within 5
miles of a possible Trident base (the
support system must be no more than 5
miles from any planned Trident base).
A nuclear-free Scotland therefore means
a nuclear-free UK. (See John Ainslie’s
“Trident – Nowhere to go”).  While both
the Catholic Bishops and the Church of
Scotland have condemned Trident, the
problem is, will the Churches have the
courage and integrity to recognise that
in the upcoming referendum, there is
one choice, and one choice only, which
will bring an end to Trident, and that is
independence?

At present their policy seems to be
along the lines of “let’s leave it to our
individual members to make up their
own minds”. This sounds nice and
democratic, fair minded, and so on. In
fact it is fatuous, and verging on the
dishonest, because it studiously
ignores the one inescapable fact that
only independence will get rid of
Trident.
This reluctance to see the logic of the
situation and support independence is,
to some extent, understandable.
The Churches want to keep members of
all respectable political parties on
board, and are sensitive to any

allegations of political bias. They
do not want to create in Scotland a
reverse image of the old (and
rather unfair) jibe about the
Church of England being the Tory
party at prayer.
However this issue transcends
party political boundaries. It is not
true that independence is the
prerogative of the SNP. This policy
has the support of the Green Party
also, as well as the SSP, and other
smaller parties. So were they to
endorse independence the
Churches could not be accused of
advocating support for the SNP, or
of ”playing politics”.

This is a moral issue which
dwarfs all others. As Archbishop
R.G. Hunthausen of Seattle said:
“Our nuclear war preparations are
the global crucifixion of Jesus.
What we do to the least of these,
including our nuclear planning, we
do to Jesus. This is his teaching.
We cannot avoid it, and we should
not try. Our nuclear weapons are
the final crucifixion of Jesus, the
extermination of the human family
with whom he is one”.

I leave the final word to Dorothy
Day. “As you come to know the
seriousness of our situation - the
war, the racism, the poverty in the
world - you come to realise it is
not going to be changed just by
words or demonstrations. It is a
question of risking your life. It is a
question of living your life in a
dramatically different way”.

Which, in all humility, is what we
in Catholic Worker are trying to
do.
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Encountering John
Dear at the Catholic
Worker
By Tamara Catchpole

(Continued from Page 1)

John is a 54 year old Jesuit Priest, a non
violent protester, and an amazing
motivational speaker, completely
dedicated to eradicating violence and
spreading love. He was pivotal in
starting the Bay Area Pax Christi. He has
years of experience as a non-violent
agitator, and has been jailed over 75
times times, significantly for 8 months
in North Carolina, and he spent a year
under house arrest in Washington DC.
He has also performed works of mercy,
for example acting as the Red Cross
Coordinator for families in New York
City after 9/11.

It was difficult to know what to expect
when we heard John Dear was coming
to our group. As an American myself, I
know that my country is existing in a
time of turmoil, and the forces of evil
are very active. We store nuclear
bombs, spend millions of dollars every
year increasing military activity and
regularly make use of drone force
throughout the world, while allowing
an unacceptable level of poverty to
exist among our own people.

We all knew that John Dear is a voice
against this evil – yet, in what guise
would that voice present itself?

Would he be angry? Pessimistic about
the state of the world? Hard to engage
with or question? What we found was a
man of passion, with a sense of humor,
an amazingly sharp mind and an ability
to maintain hope even amongst the
evils of the world he has witnessed.

John Dear

For me, the night was mixed with
feelings of despair and feelings of hope.
John was completely clear about the
national psyche of America, about the
fact that almost every politician is neck
deep in the military industry, and about
the fact that the majority of Americans
are either blinded to what is happening
or happily invested in it. This was
depressing to me – I love my country,
and I love its people, and I love its
founding philosophies. Most
Americans I know would go out of their
way to help a neighbour, would happily
work 3 full times jobs to support their
family, and have a level of optimism it
is hard to find in western Europe.

Yet these same people, according to
John Dear, want more taxes for military
spending, and less for health care. How
does this disconnect exist? Its
“cognitive dissonance” at its fullest.

And yet, John still has optimism, and he
spread that to us. He talked about the
Catholic Workers and Pax Christi
groups that exist in every state in North
America.

Even among the despair, these groups
are still motivated – protesting every
day, praying for peace every day, loving
their country in a completely counter
cultural way every day. Amidst all the
reason for despair, there is reason for
hope after all. Dorothy Day has left a
legacy in America that refuses to die.

For me, the most important part of the
evening was hearing that there are
people in America who recognize the
evil for what it is, and refuse to remain
silent. Somewhere in every state in that
giant nation there are people who won’t
let the words "Peace Be With You" be an
empty slogan.

On top of all of this, John Dear was
engaging, funny, happy to answer
questions, and simply a delight. I don’t
think any of us wanted him to leave. He
certainly injected into our group even
more inspiration and desire to be a
voice of peace, love, and mercy in our
particular city – Glasgow – and as a
connected voice with other groups
around the world. It was a magical
evening for all of us and ultimately one
which gave us all a renewed investment
in that great Catholic virtue of hope.
Thank you John Dear, and come back
again soon!

To order John’s new book visit his
website at www.fatherjohndear.org/
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Killer Drones

Did you know?
● Drones are pilotless planes

controlled remotely. So far
three countries - the United
States, Israel and the UK - are
known to have used them to
kill people.

● In Pakistan since 2004 the USA
have used missiles from
drones 372 times and killed
between 168-200 Pakistani
children.

● The UK has a place in England
where we control Drones
which kill people 3000 miles
away in Afghanistan.

● The UK launched 299 drone
strikes in Afghanistan between
2008 to the end of July 2013.
The government have not said
who they killed.

We need to talk about Drones.
● Does the geographic and

psychological distance
between the operator and
target make attacks more
likely?

● Does using unmanned systems
mean attacks will happen
more often?

● Does the supposed accuracy of
drone sensors and cameras
mean that commanders are
more willing to undertake
‘riskier’ strikes (in terms of
possible civilian casualties)
than they would previously
have undertaken?

● The MOD itself says “It is
essential that, before (Drones)
become ubiquitous (if it is not
already too late) that we
consider this issue and ensure
that, by removing some of the
horror, or at least keeping it at
a distance, that we do not risk
losing our controlling
humanity and make war more
likely.”

In the words of Raz Mohammad, a
member of the Afghan Peace
Volunteers, a growing, inter-ethnic
community of young people who have
all lost family and friends to the
conflict in Afghanistan:

“My message to the ordinary people of
the world is to listen, and become
aware of drone warfare because what
international governments say about
using drones to kill terrorists is not
true. Friends who come here can see
that innocent people and women are
killed.

Glasgow Catholic Workers
Protest in the city centre against
Drones

We should listen to the voices of
Afghans and promote and defend
humanity and human relations. My
message to the governments of the
world is: Why have you forgotten
humanity and the love of humanity?
You are killing human beings for your
own monetary benefit. I demand that
drone warfare be stopped, especially
the spending of so much money on
drones in Afghanistan and the killing of
so many innocent people. Isn’t it
appropriate for you to help the people
in alternative ways?

We are human beings and are always
your friends, thank you.”

End the Secrecy - We need the UK
government to give more information
on these drone strikes. We don’t have
the death penalty;  yet we accept
without debate that someone in the
government can be judge, jury and
executioner of people  living in
Afghanistan.

For more info:
www.dronewars.net

www.dronecampaignnetwork.wordpre
ss.com

“Love for the poor and the
divine liturgy go hand in
hand, love for the poor is
liturgy”
Pope Benedict XVI, 1 October
2008.
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“A spirituality that
preaches resignation
under official brutalities,
servile acquiescence in
frustration and servility,
and total submission to
organized injustice is one
which has lost interest in
holiness and remains
concerned only with a
spurious notion of ‘order’.”

Thomas Merton

Dungavel – place I’d
rather not go
By Thomas Younger

Dungavel – place I’d rather not go
fault-line of our humane concern
fracture in the sacred tablet of our
ideals.
from where once the Duke of Hamilton
would set out
to hunt game and maim.
Now the biometric bloodhounds
of UKBA are dispatched
chasing a self-made scent of
‘undesirability’.

How could they even dare to
try and reduce
Living, Breathing, Desiring, Hoping
You –
to a number, a case, an administrative
irregularity?
You
sat across from
Me
our encounter itself
exposing the edifice of division
that would have us
believe that we are different.

Your alleged ‘illegality’
lays bare
the break-down
of the Law.

At times, when visiting Dungavel,
Scotland’s detention centre,
communication is difficult; not
necessarily, as you might expect, owing
to the language barriers that frequently
arise – though in many cases, the
people I speak with have been living in
the UK for many years, some even as
long as I have been alive-

- no, it’s rather an outcome of the
givenness of the injustice that marks so
many cases: men and women, who
came to this country seeking refuge,
now effectively criminalized by a
detention system renowned for its
Kafkaesque bureaucracy; many others,
uprooted from their everyday lives -
family, friends and work - and detained
for months, even years, because of an
administrative fault.

I am continually astounded by the
integrity, strength and outlook of the
friends I have made in Dungavel; their
warmth and humanity contrasts so
sharply with the often dire
circumstances of their detainment.

Glasgow Catholic
Worker

Soup Kitchen: Fridays
9-10pm
Cadogan Square, Glasgow City
Centre

Place of Welcome for
Refugees: Saturdays
9am-1pm
Garnethill Multicultural Centre,
21 Rose Street Glasgow

Support Us:
Non-perishable food donations
welcome. We are particularly
looking for tea, coffee, hot
chocolate, sugar, fruit juice,
tinned meat, black bags and
anything else you have to
spare. You can also set up a
standing order to make a
donation to us.  Standing
order form on page 8. Thanks

Join Us or Volunteer:
We meet regularly for
reflection, discussion and to
organise talks and
demonstrations.
We normally meet at least
every fortnight on a Tuesday
at 6.15pm. Email us for more
info.

Contact:
www.catholicworker.org.uk

Email:
glw@catholicworker.org.uk

Twitter: @CatholicWorkerG

Facebook:www.facebook.co
m/glasgowcatholicworker
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Easy Essays
Peter Maurin

Striking in their simplicity and brevity,
Maurin's Easy Essays drive home their
nuggets of wisdom and truth "like the
dropping of water on the stones which
are our hearts" (Dorothy Day).
A selection of these writings are printed
here but you can purchase the book of
complete essays from most online
retailers.

POLITICS IS POLITICS
1. A POLITICIAN IS AN ARTIST
      IN THE ART OF FOLLOWING THE
WIND OF  PUBLIC OPINION.
2. HE WHO FOLLOWS THE WIND
      OF PUBLIC OPINION
      DOES NOT FOLLOW
      HIS OWN JUDGEMENT.
3. AND HE WHO DOES NOT FOLLOW
      HIS OWN JUDGEMENT
      CANNOT LEAD PEOPLE
      OUT OF THE BEATEN PATH.
4. HE IS LIKE THE TAIL OF A DOG
      THAT TRIES TO LEAD THE HEAD.
5. WHEN PEOPLE STAND BEHIND THEIR
PRESIDENT
      AND THEIR PRESIDENT
      STANDS BEHIND THEM
      THEY AND THEIR PRESIDENT
      GO AROUND IN A CIRCLE
      GETTING NOWHERE.

CLASSES AND CLASHES

1. BUSINESS MEN SAY
     THAT BECAUSE EVERYBODY IS
SELFISH
     BUSINESS MUST NECESSARILY
     BE BASED ON SELFISHNESS.

2. BUT WHEN BUSINESS
     IS BASED ON SELFISHNESS
EVERBODY IS BUSY

BECOMING MORE SELFISH.

3. AND WHEN EVERYBODY IS BUSY
     BECOMING MORE SELFISH,
     YOU HAVE CLASSES AND CLASHES.

4. BUSINESS MEN CREATE PROBLEMS;
     THEY DO NOT SOLVE THEM.

A MODERN PEST
1. "WHAT AILS MODERN SOCIETY
     IS SEPARATION
     OF THE SPIRITUAL
     FROM THE MATERIAL",
     SAYS GLENN FRANK.

2. "SECULARISM IS A PEST",
     SAYS PIUS XI.

3. WHEN RELIGION
     HAS NOTHING TO DO
     WITH EDUCATION,
     EDUCATION,
     EDUCATION IS ONLY
     INFORMATION;
     PLENTY OF FACTS,
     BUT NO UNDERSTANDING.

4. WHEN RELIGION
     HAS NOTHING TO DO
     WITH POLITICS,
     POLITICS IS ONLY
     FACTIONALISM:
     "LET'S TURN THE RASCALS OUT
     SO OUR GOOD FRIENDS
     CAN GET IN."

5. WHEN RELIGION
     HAS NOTHING TO DO
     WITH BUSINESS,
     BUSINESS IS ONLY
     COMMERCIALISM:
     "LET'S GET WHAT WE CAN
WHILE THE GETTING IS GOOD."

RIGHT OR WRONG

1. SOME PEOPLE SAY:
     "MY COUNTRY
     IS ALWAYS RIGHT."

2. SOME PEOPLE SAY:
     "MY COUNTRY
     IS ALWAYS WRONG."

3. SOME PEOPLE SAY:
     "MY COUNTRY
     IS SOMETIMES RIGHT
     AND SOMETIMES WRONG,
     BUT MY COUNTRY
     RIGHT OR WRONG."

4. TO STICK UP FOR ONE'S COUNTRY
     WHEN ONE'S COUNTRY IS WRONG
     DOES NOT MAKE
     THE COUNTRY RIGHT.

5. TO STICK UP FOR THE RIGHT
     EVEN WHEN THE WORLD IS WRONG
     IS THE ONLY WAY WE KNOW
     TO MAKE EVERYTHING RIGHT.

7



WHO WE ARE

● We are a community of Catholics living out our faith in the world in partnership with people of all faiths and none.
● We are inspired by the Gospel of Jesus Christ, Catholic Social Teaching and the example of Dorothy Day, Peter Maurin and

Catholic Worker Communities.
● We believe the world needs to be transformed by prayer and action.
● We practise the works of mercy.
● We are antiviolence and therefore oppose war and the existence of

nuclear weapons.
● We believe every person without exception is a child of God and

should therefore be treated with dignity and compassion.
AIMS

● To grow a Catholic Worker community in Glasgow through prayer
and round table discussion.

● To take direct action to bring attention to structural injustices in our
society such as poverty and conflict.

● To seek alternatives to neoliberal capitalism.
● To work with other groups to bring about our aims.
● To identify and reach out to the marginalised, oppressed, forgotten

and those who seek sanctuary in this country.
● To establish a house of hospitality where ALL are welcome.
● Always to be open to the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
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