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Peace on Earth Violence 

As I write this Ghassan and Udai 

Abu Jamal, cousins from the Jerusa-

lem district of Jabal Mukaber, 

walked into a synagogue in Israel 

and killed 5 people, 4 of whom were 

rabbis, with a meat cleaver and a 

gun.  

In response to any violence by Pal-

estinians revenge is promised by 

Israel. In response to violence by 

Israel revenge is promised by Pales-

tinians. Violence in the Middle East 

as elsewhere is the default response 

to violence. According to the Global 

Peace Index 500 million people live 

in countries at risk of instability and 

conflict, at risk of violence. 

If you accept that a certain amount 

of violence is acceptable you need 

to be clear about the consequence 

of violence. Jacques Ellul suggests 

that there are 5 laws of violence. 

1. Continuity. 

Once you start 

using violence 

you cannot get 

away from it. 

Violent revolu-

tion may replace 

the previous re-

gime but it in turn will be main-

tained by violence. The Prime Min-

ister will be protected by men with 

guns just as he himself once carried 

a gun. 

2. Reciprocity. Violence creates vio-

lence, begets violence and procre-

ates violence. Saddam Hussein 

ruled Iraq through violence. We 

Reflections on the 

Catholic Worker 
By Bruce Kent  

The Catholic Worker movement has 

been, at a distance, a big part of my 

life for a long time. Someone must 

have given me a book about Doro-

thy Day--astonishing and coura-

geous woman, once a communist 

but a later a convert to Catholicism.  

I had the privilege of meeting her in 

London, and then at the Spode 

House Dominican conference centre 

in about 1970.  Her lifestyle and 

commitment to the poor as well as 

to radical and pacifist  politics made 

a deep impression on 

me . So did the life of 

Peter Maurin ,the pro-

phetic , wandering,  

French  ex religious 

Brother, whose   Easy 

Essays--poetry  on so-

cial issues-- always hit 

the nail on the head..  

More or less together 

they founded the Catholic Worker 

movement in New York..  Those 

independent houses of hospitality 

have now spread  to many parts of 

the United States and now to this 

country as well.   

The Catholic Worker paper comes 

regularly from the USA and is al-

ways an encouragement.  Folksy  no 

doubt,  and with over -lengthy arti-

cles, it is an inspiration..  These odd 

people thousands of miles away 

were and are trying to live out the 

call of the Gospel  in very down to 

earth ways.  To the younger me , as 

a middle class private school Catho-

lic just out of the army, I could  only 

admire  , to start with, from a dis-

tance.  I  was , in my own opinion, a 

good and even an aggressive Catho-

lic , always ready to de-

fend the church but  

quite  strong on   imme-

diate charity.  In fact at 

University we even 

formed a St Vincent de 

Paul group, visited the  

local poor and took their 

children out on picnics. 

But living with them?  

Not my style. 

Later on I learnt that even before 

WW2 there had been a CW commu-

nity  in Lancashire created by the 

courageous Bob Walsh.  Then in the 

1960s one in London.  It was in the 

1990s that the new generation of 

houses started with the one in Ox-

ford.  Then another in Glasgow  and 

now one just up the road from us in 

north London. With that one I am a 

little involved.  

) ÄÏÎȭÔ ÔÈÉÎË ÏÒÇÁÎÉÓÉÎÇ ÁÎ ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇ    
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invaded Iraq resulting in 100,000 

civilians killed, ISIS now rampages 

×ÉÔÈ ÍÁÓÓ ËÉÌÌÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÈÅÁÄÉÎÇÓȣ 

3. Sameness. Every violence is iden-

tical with every other violence. The 

violence of the soldier who kills for 

us is the same as the violence of the 

policeman who bludgeons someone 

to keep us safe is the same as the 

violence of the protester who com-

mits arson to protest our rights.  

4. Justification The man who uses 

violence always tries to justify it 

and himself. 

5. Violence begets violence ɀ nothing 

else.  Violence can never realise a 

noble aim, can never create liberty 

or justice. The end does not justify 

the means, evil means corrupt good 

ends. 

The world at best seems to try and 

control violence by making treaties, 

by making laws and by institution-

alising violence as we do in the 

armed forces. Again we should be 

clear what we are dealing with, as 

,ÅÏ 4ÏÌÓÔÏÙ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȭ)Ô ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÕÎȤ

derstood that an army is an instru-

ment of murder, that the recruiting 

and drilling of armies which Kings, 

Emperors, and Presidents carry on 

with so much self-assurance are 

ÐÒÅÐÁÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÍÕÒÄÅÒȭȢ  

As Christians living in Scotland we 

have the sexual violence against 

children and the violence against 

women. We may consider ourselves  

non-violent however what we do 

through others we do ourselves. We 

have our army which consistently 

each year for the last hundred years 

has been involved in killing some-

where (the UK scores 47th in the 

2014 Global Peace Index). Down in 

England at RAF Waddington near 

Lincoln we control armed drones 

which are today killing people in 

Iraqi and of course 20 miles from 

Glasgow we have the ultimate 

weapon of  violence in our Trident 

nuclear armed submarines.  

Total non -violence  

To this world of violence Jesus was 

born and with the incarnation we 

×ÅÒÅ ÇÉÖÅÎ Á ÎÅ× ÃÏÍÍÁÎÄÍÅÎÔ Ȭ) 

give you a new commandment, that 

ÙÏÕ ÌÏÖÅ ÏÎÅ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒȢȭ   "ÏÔÈ ÂÙ 

what He said and how He lived He 

taught us the way of non-violence. It 

is simple and profoundly radical.  

 
 
 
 

Support Us: 
 
Non-perishable food donations wel-
come. We are particularly looking 
for hot chocolate, sugar, fruit juice, 
tinned meat, tuna and black bags . 
You can also set up a standing order 
to make a donation to usɂsee the 
back page. 
 
Join Us: 
 
Round Table Discussions  
On the 3rd Tuesday of every month 

we meet to discuss a topic and help us 

together to clarify our thoughts. 

We meet at 6:15 in the Place of Wel-

come and share some food. Please 

come along or get in touch.  

 
Soup Kitchen  Fridays 9-10pm 
Help out at our weekly Soup Kitchen 
in Cadogan Street, Glasgow City Cen-
tre 
 
 
Place of Welcome for Refugees: 
Saturdays 9am-1pm   
Help teach English at Garnethill 
Multicultural Centre (Basement) 21 
Rose Street Glasgow or just socialise. 
 
 
Monthly Witness at Faslane Nu-
clear Submarine Base 
Join us on the first Saturday of each 

month at 2:30pm outside the North 

Gate. 
 
 
 
 
 
Website: 
www.catholicworker.org.uk 
 
Email: glw@catholicworker.org.uk 
Twitter: @ CatholicWorkerG 
 
Faceook: www.facebook.com/
glasgowcatholicworker 

Violence 

By Michael Sutherland  
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Catholic Worker banner at the Scrap Trident demonstration  30 Nov 2014 
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executions and catastrophic climate 

change, and participate in violence 

in any form. Anyone who supports 

warfare, weapons or killing, even if 

they be a priest, minister or bishop, 

goes against the nonviolent Jesus. 

To be a Christian is to be a practitio-

ner of creative nonviolence. To fol-

low the peacemaking Jesus means 

ÂÅÃÏÍÉÎÇ Á ÐÅÁÃÅÍÁËÅÒȢȭ 

Who are we to love? Jesus tells us 

that we should put down our sword 

and love our enemies doing good to 

those that hate us. He tells us that to 

return wrong for wrong, an eye for 

an eye,  is incompatible with the 

Kingdom of God. We should resist 

evil but never with violence.  Non-

violence is the fruits of love. I have 

come to realise that this non-

violence starts with me as I am in 

the way I treat my children, my 

spouse, the people I meet in shops 

and work extending to all my broth-

ers and sisters everywhere at home 

and abroad. God loves the ISIS 

fighter in Iraq as much as he loves 

me. He loves the Palestinian as 

much as he loves the Israeli.  

To the Catholic Worker nonviolence 

is an absolute and many have over 

the years been jailed for peaceful 

protest against violence despite at 

times being a lonely voice. Jesus 

ÓÁÉÄ Ȭ"ÌÅÓÓÅÄ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÁÃÅÍÁËÅÒÓȭȟ 

not those who think peace is a good 

idea as such but those who work for 

peace.  As Catholic Workers we re-

sist evil, but the self-emptying love 

×ÈÉÃÈ *ÅÓÕÓ ÂÒÉÎÇÓ ȬÂÙ ÉÔÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÎÁȤ

ture excludes the possibility of vio-

lence, even when one is in the right 

(who after all was more right than 

*ÅÓÕÓȩɊȭ 

I will leave the last word to Fr John 

Dear who brings the matter to its 

logical conclusion.  

Ȭ4ÈÁÔͻÓ ×ÈÙ )ͻÖÅ ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÃÌÕȤ

sion that no one can claim to be an 

authentic Christian any more if they 

support warfare and weapons. You 

cannot seriously call yourself a fol-

lower of the nonviolent, peacemak-

ing Jesus, whom we celebrate and 

honor at Christmas, if you own 

guns, support our wars, defend our 

nuclear weapons arsenal, tolerate 

Scotland has the third highest per capita 

prison population in Western Europe 

(continued from page 2) 

4 Minute Witness at Faslaneɂ

Pictures 

Submarine coming into FaslaneɂOctober 2014 

Dutch troops outside FaslaneɂOctober 2014 

Getting our picture taken November 

2014 Getting ready November 2014 


